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Proclamation No. ........ /2017
Federal Sharia Courts Proclamation

Whereas Article 34(5) and Article 78(5) of the Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic
of Ethiopia permit the resolution of disputes relating to personal and family legal matters
through customary and religious laws, provided the parties voluntarily consent;

Whereas Federal Sharia Courts have been established and are operational within the territory of
the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia in accordance with the constitutional mandate of
the House of Peoples’ Representatives and Regional Councils to establish such institutions
where they are deemed necessary and do not already exist.

Acknowledging the need to affirm the status of the Federal Sharia Courts as an integral
component of the national judiciary, ensuring their judicial independence, institutional
accountability, structural expansion, and delivery of efficient and accessible judicial services;
Recognizing the importance of establishing a judicial administration council that supports the
sustainable growth and institutional capacity of the courts, and of implementing a robust justice
administration framework;

Whereas it has been over a quarter of a century since the enactment of Proclamation No.
188/1992, which aimed to strengthen the role of the Federal Sharia Courts, and considering the
substantial legal reforms and changing circumstances that have taken place since its adoption,
the issuance of a revised and updated proclamation has become necessary;

Now, therefore, in accordance with the authority granted under Article 78(5) and Article 55(1)
of the Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, this Proclamation is hereby
issued.

PART ONE
General Provisions

1. Short Title

This Proclamation may be cited as the “Federal Sharia Courts Proclamation No.
........ [ocolll.

2. Definitions

Unless the context requires otherwise, the following terms shall have the meanings assigned
to them hereunder:

1. “Judge” means any person appointed to serve as a judge at any level within the Sharia Courts.

2. “President and Vice President” refers, as the context requires, to the President and Vice
President of the Federal Supreme Sharia Court, the President of the Federal High Sharia
Court, and the President of the Federal First Instance Sharia Court.



a)
b)

©)

d)
e)

1.

“Representative Judge” means a judge who is responsible for overseeing the operations of
the division courts within the Federal Sharia High Court and the Federal First Instance Sharia
Court.

“Federal Sharia Courts” refers collectively to the Federal Supreme Sharia Court, the Federal
High Sharia Court, and the Federal First Instance Sharia Court.

“Procedural law” means procedural rules and ethical standards established by the authorized
body under this Proclamation, based on Sharia principles, which include the internal rules of
the Sharia Courts, the current Justice Administration Code of Conduct issued in 1995 E.C.,
as well as any subsequent amendments or future laws issued for similar purposes.
“Council” means the Federal Sharia Courts Administrative Council established under this
Proclamation.

“Federal Judicial Administration Council” refers to the Council established under
Proclamation No. 1233/2015.

“Administrative Staff” means all employees of the Sharia Courts and the Administrative
Council, excluding judges and judicial appointees.

“Fundamental Error of Interpretation of Sharia Law” means a grave error involving one or
more of the following circumstances, which substantially impairs justice and qualifies for
review by the Cassation Bench of the Federal Supreme Sharia Court pursuant to Article 6(3)
of this Proclamation:

Misapplication or inappropriate reference to a source of Sharia law irrelevant to the matter;
Dismissal of a case on the ground of lack of cause of action in a matter that should have been
adjudicated;

Issuance of an order unrelated to the principal judgment during execution;

Issuance of a judgment without the jurisdiction to decide the matter;

Issuance of a final judgment, decree, order, or ruling in contradiction to binding interpretation
rendered by the Cassation Bench of the Federal Supreme Sharia Court.

3. Establishment

The Federal Supreme Sharia Court, which is accountable to the Federal Supreme Court, is
hereby established.

The Federal Sharia High Court and the Federal First Instance Sharia Court, which are
accountable to the Federal Supreme Sharia Court, are also hereby established pursuant to this
Proclamation.

PART TWO

Jurisdiction of the Sharia Courts

4. Foundation



1.

The Federal Sharia Courts shall have exclusive jurisdiction over the matters listed below
where the parties and the subject matter fall under the application of Federal laws and the
Constitution of the FDRE:

a) Where the cause of action arises from a marriage conducted under Sharia law or where the
parties consent to be adjudicated under Islamic religious law, matters related to any issues
related to marriage and its consequences, divorce and its consequences, child custody and
guardianship of minors, family-related matters, and issues involving persons lacking legal
capacity, shall fall under the jurisdiction of the Federal Sharia Courts

b) Disputes concerning endowments (waqf) and their administration (nazirship), gifts (hiba),
inheritance, inheritance distribution, and estate partition, succession matters, where the
testator or the donor or the heir is a Muslim, or where the deceased was a Muslim at the
time of death.

c) Disputes arising from agreements and relations clearly established on the basis of sharia
law.

d) All matters related to judgments and decisions made in relation to cases covered under
items (a) through (c), including enforcement, assessment of costs, and determination of
damages.

e) Issuance of permits for burial rites of Ethiopian Muslims who died abroad, and
authorization and approval of officiants conducting Sharia-based marriage ceremonies.

The jurisdiction of the Federal Sharia Courts over the above matters shall be valid only when
the consent of the parties to be adjudicated under Islamic law is confirmed based on the
procedure outlined under article 5 of this proclamation.

5. Meaning of Consent and its Expression

1. Consent of the parties to be adjudicated by the Sharia Court shall be deemed given where
one party brings a case before the Sharia Court on matters within its jurisdiction, and the
other party (defendant) expresses his consent to be adjudicated thereto at the first hearing.
2. Notwithstanding with the provisions of sub-article 1 of this article, if the party who has
been duly served the summons of the court knows that the case will be adjudicated by
Sharia court and does not appear on the first appointment date or if ex-parte proceeding is
decided according to the civil procedure code, it is considered as if the consent has been
obtained.

3. Where, in matters that fall under the jurisdiction of the sharia courts as per article 4 of
this proclamation, a dispute arises from a contract or any agreement which explicitly
stipulates that disputes shall be resolved under Sharia law or by a Sharia Court, the matter
shall be deemed to fall under the jurisdiction of the Sharia Court.



4. A legal successor of a party involved in a matter before the Sharia Court may not raise
an objection based on lack of consent when the original party had already submitted to the
jurisdiction of the Federal Sharia Court.

5. Regarding third-party participants:

a) A third party whose application to set aside a judgment or order of to intervene in a suit
being adjudicated in the federal sharia courts has been allowed, on the grounds that their
right or interest is or may be affected by a judgment or order rendered or to be rendered in
the case and the said third party fails to clearly state their objection to the Court’s
jurisdiction in their application to set aside or intervene,

b) A third party ordered to join a proceeding before the federal sharia court, who does not
explicitly object to the Court’s jurisdiction in their statement of defense, shall be deemed
to have consented to the jurisdiction of the court and may not raise such an objection later
on.

6. Where it is confirmed in accordance with this provision that consent to the Sharia Court’s
jurisdiction does not exist, the Court shall refrain from adjudicating the matter.

PART THREE
Jurisdiction of Federal Sharia Courts

6. Jurisdiction of the Federal Supreme Sharia Court

The Federal Supreme Sharia Court shall have first instance jurisdiction over any petition
concerning the transfer of a case from one Federal Sharia High Court to another Federal
Sharia High Court.

The Federal Supreme Sharia Court shall have appellate jurisdiction over the following
matters:

a) Decisions rendered by the Federal Sharia High Court in its first instance jurisdiction; and

b) Decisions by the Federal Sharia High Court reversing or amending the decisions of the
First Instance Sharia Courts in its appellate jurisdiction.

Furthermore, the President of the Federal Supreme Sharia Court, considering the capacity
and workload of the courts, may establish a Federal Supreme Sharia Cassation bench of five
judges, which, up on the the application of a party to a suit, shall have the authority to review:-

a) The final decisions of the Federal Supreme Sharia Court and the Federal Sharia High
Court in their appellate jurisdiction.

b) The final decisions rendered by Regional Supreme Sharia Courts, which have final
regional jurisdiction, or



¢) The final decision rendered in contradiction to a binding legal interpretation of Sharia
law given by the Cassation Division of the Federal Supreme Court or the Cassation
Division of the Federal High Sharia Court; or involving matters essential for ensuring a
uniform interpretation of Sharia law at the national level, or where Sharia law has been
misinterpreted or an irrelevant source of Sharia law has been cited.

An interpretation of substantive Sharia law or procedural laws rendered by the Cassation
Division of the Federal Supreme Sharia Court, sitting with not fewer than five judges, shall
be binding on Federal and Regional Sharia Courts at all levels from the date the decision is
rendered.

Decisions made under this extraordinary jurisdiction shall be promptly disseminated through
electronic or print media.

Pending the organization and commencement of operations of the Cassation Division of the
Federal Supreme Sharia Court, the President of the Federal Supreme Sharia Court may, upon
the application of the parties, direct that cases involving fundamental inconsistencies in the
interpretation of Sharia law among the divisions of the Federal Sharia Courts be heard by a
bench consisting of not fewer than five judges.

The Cassation Division of the Federal Supreme Court shall have the jurisdiction to review
and render a decision on a petition for cassation alleging a fundamental error in the
interpretation of procedural law, where such error is committed in a final order, interlocutory
decision, or judgment rendered by Federal Sharia Courts based on the Civil Procedure Code.

7. Jurisdiction of The Federal Sharia High Court

The Federal Sharia High Court shall have first instance jurisdiction over cases involving
financial disputes exceeding ten million Birr (ETB 10,000,000).

The Federal Sharia High Court shall have appellate jurisdiction to review decisions rendered
by the Federal First Instance Sharia Courts.

It shall also have authority to examine requests for transferring cases from one Federal First
Instance Sharia Court to another, or to itself, as submitted.

8. Jurisdiction of the Federal First Instance Sharia Court

The Federal First Instance Sharia Court shall have original jurisdiction over disputes
involving claims up to ten million Birr (ETB 10,000,000) or disputes involving matters
prescribed under Article 7(1) of this Proclamation, where the monetary value is not subject
to estimation or valuation.



PART FOUR

Structure and Functioning of Federal Sharia Courts

9. Presidents, Judges, and Other Staff of the Federal Supreme Sharia Court

The Federal Supreme Sharia Court shall have one President and one Vice President, as well
as the judges and registrars necessary for its operations.

The Federal Supreme Sharia Court shall also have other necessary staff for the execution of
its duties.

10. Federal High and First Instance Sharia Courts

The Federal Sharia High Court and the Federal First Instance Sharia Court shall each have a
President, Representative Judges for the benches, judges, and registrars necessary for their
functions.

These courts shall also be staffed with other personnel essential for their proper operation.

11. Benches and Jurisdictional Locations of Federal Sharia Courts

. Benches in the Federal First Instance Sharia Court shall be presided over by a single judge.

. Benches in the Federal Sharia High Court and the Federal Supreme Sharia Court shall be
composed of one presiding judge and two associate judges.

The seat of the Federal Supreme Sharia Court shall be in Addis Ababa.

The seats of the Federal High and First Instance Sharia Courts shall be in Addis Ababa and
in Dire Dawa city administrations.

. Additional benches may be established based on the size of the Muslim population and
subject to budgetary capacity of the courts.

12. Working Language of the Federal Sharia Courts

The working languages of the Federal Sharia Courts shall be Amharic and any other federal
government working languages as designated by law.

. For any party who cannot speak the working language of the federal government, the court
shall assign an interpreter.

13. Open Court Proceedings and Withdrawal of Judges




. Federal Sharia Court hearings shall be conducted publicly.

. Notwithstanding Sub-Article (1), where it is necessary under Sharia law to protect personal
privacy, public morals, or public order, the court may hold a closed session.

. A party to a case may submit a request to the court for the withdrawal of a judge from a case.

. Without prejudice to the rules of procedure and practice to be issued by the Sharia Court
based on Sharia law regarding the grounds and circumstances for the removal of a judge, as
well as the liabilities and penalties associated with such applications; the relevant provisions
of the Federal Courts Proclamation shall be applicable, provided that they are not inconsistent
with Sharia law.

. If the judge becomes aware that it would be inappropriate to preside over the case under the
above rules, he shall recuse himself and shall be replaced by another judge.

PART FIVE

Criteria and Appointment of Federal Sharia Court Judges

14. Qualifications for Appointment as a Judge

. Any Ethiopian Muslim who fulfills the following criteria may be appointed as a judge of the
Federal Sharia Courts:

a) Has studied Sharia law at recognized Islamic institutions or has sufficient experience and
knowledge in Sharia law;

b) Has a good reputation in conduct and character;

c¢) Has no criminal record and has not been dismissed from any previous employment for
ethical misconduct;

d) Is not a member of any political party;
e) Is willing to serve as a judge;
f) Is over the age of 25.

The candidate’s work experience in the Sharia Courts shall be taken in to account for
appointment to the Federal Sharia High Court or the Federal Supreme Sharia Court.



15.

The administration council of the Federal Sharia Courts shall, in consultation with the Ulama
Council of Ethiopian Islamic Affairs Supreme Council, issue directives detailing the
qualifications, nomination, and selection process for Sharia Court judges.

Appointment of Presidents and Judges

The Administrative Council of the Federal Sharia Courts, in collaboration with the Ulama

Council of the Ethiopian Islamic Affairs Supreme Council, shall carry out the nomination of

judges and presidents in accordance with the criteria set forth under Article 14 of this

Proclamation.

The Council shall prepare and submit the short-listed candidates for judicial and presidential

positions along with brief biographical information, based on Sub-Article 3 of this Article,

for the confirmation of their appointments.

The appointment of judges of the Federal Sharia Courts shall be confirmed as follows:

a) The appointment of the President and Vice President of the Federal Supreme Sharia
Court shall be submitted by the President of the Federal Supreme Court to the House of
Peoples’ Representatives of the FDRE for approval.

b) The appointment of Presidents of the Federal High and First Instance Sharia Courts, as
well as all other judges at every level, shall be submitted by the President of the Federal
Supreme Sharia Court to the House of Peoples’ Representatives of the FDRE for
approval.

16. Remuneration, Benefits and Other Related Matters of Judges

The provisions of the Federal Judicial Administration Council Proclamation concerning the

tenure, immunity, promotion, transfer, leave, participation in research, training, V.I.P services,
benefits, retirement, and other related matters of judges shall be fully applicable to judges of
Federal Sharia Courts appointed under this Proclamation.

PART SIX

Presidents, Vice Presidents, and Division Judges

17. General Provisions

The Federal Supreme Sharia Court shall have one President and one Vice President, to be
appointed by the House of Peoples' Representatives of the FDRE upon the recommendation
of the Court’s Administrative Council and after consultation with the Ulama Council of the
Ethiopian Islamic Affairs Supreme Council.

The Federal High and First Instance Sharia Courts shall each have a President nominated in
the same manner and to be appointed by the House of Peoples' Representatives upon the
recommendation of the President of the Federal Supreme Sharia Court.



. Depending on the structure and workload of the divisions and courts, Vice Presidents and

Representative Judges may be appointed to the Federal High and First Instance Sharia Courts.
The appointment of the Vice Presidents of these courts shall be approved by the House of
Peoples' Representatives upon the recommendation of the President of the Federal Supreme
Sharia Court, while Representative Judges of Division Courts shall be appointed by the
President of the Federal Supreme Sharia Court.

The Presidents and Vice President of the Federal Sharia Courts shall serve for an indefinite
term, but may be removed from office at any time if a proposal is submitted by one-third of
the Administrative Council members and approved by a two-thirds vote of the Council, and
subsequently ratified by the House of Peoples' Representatives.

18. Powers and Duties of the President of the Federal Supreme Sharia Court

Shall oversee the administration of all Federal Sharia Courts.

. Without prejudice to the generality of sub-article (1) of this article, the President shall:

a) Prepare the organizational structure of Sharia Courts at all levels and submit same to the
Federal Sharia Courts Administrative Council; and implement same upon approval;

b) Without prejudice to the powers and duties vested in the Federal Sharia Courts
Administrative Council under this Proclamation, assign and manage judges, presiding
judges of the Federal Supreme and High Sharia Courts, representative judges of the
Federal High and First Instance Sharia Courts, as well as other appointees within the
various levels of the Federal Sharia Courts;

c) Employ, assign, and dismiss the administrative staff of the Federal Sharia Courts;

d) Ensure that Sharia Court judges receive continuous training in accordance with Article
23(12) of this Proclamation;

e) Oversee the implementation of laws governing Federal Courts' administrative staff, as
well as the rules of procedure for Federal Sharia Court staff enacted pursuant to Article
23(8) of this Proclamation,;

f) Prepare the work plan and budget of the Courts and the Council; submit the same to the
President of the Federal Supreme Court fifteen days prior to the submission of the Federal
Courts' plan and budget to the House of Peoples' Representatives (HPR) of the FDRE,
and implement the same upon approval by the HPR;

g) Pursuant to Article 32 of this Proclamation, seek additional budgetary support required
for the courts in collaboration with the Council, and utilize such support upon the
Council’s approval;



h) Administer the finances of the Federal Supreme Sharia Court;

1) Submit quarterly performance reports of the Federal Sharia Courts to the President of the
Federal Supreme Court;

7) Submit the annual performance and budget utilization report of the Federal Sharia Courts
and the Council fifteen days prior to the submission of the annual performance report of
the Federal Courts by the President of the Federal Supreme Court;

k) Represent the Federal Supreme Sharia Court in official functions and issue statements;

1) Perform such other legal functions as are provided for in this Proclamation or assigned by
the Federal Sharia Courts Administrative Council.

19. Powers and Functions of the Vice President
The Vice President shall:

Execute the matters assigned to them by the President.
Act on behalf of the President in the latter’s absence.

20. Powers and Functions of the Presidents of the Federal High and First Instance
Sharia Courts
The Presidents of the Federal High and First Instance Sharia Courts shall:

Represent their respective courts.

Direct the operations of their respective courts in accordance with directives issued by the
President of the Federal Supreme Sharia Court.

Administer the finances of their respective courts.
Manage the administrative staff of their respective courts.

Submit quarterly reports, supported by statistics, to the President of the Federal Supreme
Sharia Court regarding the activities carried out.

As necessary, coordinate with the President of the Federal Supreme Sharia Court regarding
their activities.

Perform other functions assigned to them by law.
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PART SEVEN

Federal Sharia Courts Administrative Council

21. Establishment

1. The Federal Sharia Courts Administrative Council (hereinafter referred to as "the Council")
is hereby established by this Proclamation.

2. The Council shall have its own legal personality.

22. Composition of the Council
1. The Council shall have the following members:
a) The President of the Federal Supreme Court;
b) The President of the Federal Supreme Sharia Court;
c¢) The Vice President of the Federal Supreme Sharia Court;
d) A representative from the House of Peoples' Representatives of the FDRE;
e) A representative of judges elected by the general assembly of Federal Sharia Court judges;
f) Two representatives from the Council of Ulamas of the Ethiopian Islamic Affairs Supreme
Council;

g) A Muslim Federal Court judge with extensive judicial experience, to be represented by the
President of the Federal Supreme Court;

h) A person elected by the Council who is distinguished for professional competence and
integrity, enjoys high social standing, and has demonstrated or is expected to contribute
significantly to the rule of law and the development of the Sharia justice system.

2. The President of the Federal Supreme Court and the President of the Federal Supreme Sharia
Court shall be the Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of the Council, respectively.

3. In the absence of both the Chairperson and the Vice-Chairperson, the Council shall perform
its duties by electing a temporary chairperson from among its members by a majority vote.

4. Members of the Council referred to in sub-article 1 from (d) to (g) of this Article, who wish
to resign from their membership, shall submit a written resignation to the Council through
its Secretariat at least two months in advance.

Article 23: Powers and Functions of the Council

The Council shall have the following powers and duties:

1. To collect evidence from any person or source regarding candidates recruited for the
presidency and vice-presidency of the Federal Supreme Sharia Court; and to submit

11



qualified candidates to the President of the Federal Supreme Court for appointment by the
House of Peoples' Representatives (HPR).

2. To collect evidence from any person or source regarding candidates recruited for the
presidency of the Federal High and First Instance Sharia Courts; and to submit qualified
candidates to the HPR for appointment upon the recommendation of the President of the
Federal Supreme Sharia Court.

3. In collaboration with the Council of Ulamas of the Ethiopian Islamic Affairs Supreme
Council, to collect evidence from any person or source regarding recruited Sharia Court
judges; and to submit qualified candidates to the HPR for appointment upon the
recommendation of the President of the Federal Supreme Sharia Court.

4. To appoint registrars and assistant judges of Federal Sharia Courts upon the recommendation
of the President of the Federal Supreme Sharia Court; and to determine their salaries,
allowances, benefits, and conditions of dismissal.

5. To issue directives for the organization and procedure of the Council and the working
regulations for its various committees; and to oversee their implementation.

6. In collaboration with the Council of Ulamas, to prepare and approve consolidated reference
manuals of substantive and procedural Sharia laws for matters falling under the common
jurisdiction of Sharia Courts.

7. To issue directives on the recruitment, ethical evaluation, and disciplinary procedures of
judges; and to oversee their implementation.

8. Without prejudice to the applicable laws governing the administrative staff of Federal Courts,
to issue work procedure directives for Sharia Court staff based on the values of the courts.

9. To evaluate the performance of various committees of the Council and render decisions based
on such evaluations.

10. To investigate and decide upon ethical misconduct charges brought against the Presidents
of the Federal Supreme, High, and First Instance Sharia Courts, or any Federal Sharia Court
judge.

11. To lift the immunity of judges suspected of committing a crime.

12. To ensure that Federal Sharia Court judges receive continuous training on procedural laws
and other formal educational topics.
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13. To determine the promotion, salary, allowances, leave, medical benefits, and other perks of
judges.

14. To seek additional budgetary sources for the Council beyond the budget allocated by the
government to Federal Sharia Courts.

15. To determine the allowances payable to the members of the Council.

16. To work towards the establishment of a Sharia Law study, research, and training center in
collaboration with the Council of Ulamas.

24. Council Meetings and Procedure

1. The Council shall meet regularly at least once a month. It may also be convened at any time
when deemed necessary.

2. A quorum of the Council shall be constituted when at least two-thirds of its members are
present.

3. Decisions of the Council shall be made by a majority vote of the members, provided that the
special voting requirements set out under this Proclamation or any rules of procedure adopted
by the Council are met. In the case of a tie vote, the presiding officer of the meeting shall
have a casting vote.

4. Any member of the Council who is under disciplinary proceedings shall not participate in
Council or committee meetings until a final decision is rendered.

5. Members of the Council shall not delegate the powers and functions granted to them under
Sub-Article 3 of this Article to any other individual by proxy.

6. The Council may issue its own rules of procedure for meetings, provided these are consistent
with the provisions set forth above.

25. Secretariat and Staff of the Council

1.The Council shall have its own Secretariat.

2.The Secretariat shall be led by a Chief Secretary appointed by the Council in accordance with
criteria issued by the Council.

3.The Secretariat shall employ the necessary staff required for its operations.

4. The Head of the Council’s Secretariat shall:
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a) In accordance with the direction provided by the Chairperson of the Council, jointly prepare
the agendas for the Council’s meetings and ensure their distribution to the members at least
three days prior to the meeting date;

b) Attend the meetings of the Council in the capacity of Secretary, record minutes, and ensure
that such minutes are duly signed by the members;

c¢) Direct and oversee the day-to-day operations of the Council's Secretariat;

d) Organize offices for the various departments and committees of the Council as may be
necessary;

e) Recruit personnel essential for the operations of the Secretariat, evaluate their performance,
and render decisions based on such evaluations;

f) Effect payment of allowances to the members of the Council;

g) Prepare and submit performance reports of the Council on a quarterly basis or whenever
requested by the Council.

26. Budget of the Council

The budget of the Federal Sharia Courts Administration Council shall be covered by allocations
from the federal government and other sources, in accordance with Articles 19 and 20(2)(e) of
this Proclamation.

PART SEVEN

Miscellaneous Provisions

27. Laws to be Applied by the Courts

1. When Federal Sharia Courts adjudicate cases brought before them within their jurisdiction,
they shall render decisions based on Sharia law.

2. The issues adjudicated by the Federal Sharia Courts shall be governed by the codified
compilation of Islamic legal principles to be prepared in accordance with the framework set
out under Article 23(6) of this Proclamation.

3. Without prejudice to sub-article (2) of this Article, the Courts shall apply the regular Civil
Procedure Code pending the preparation of a consolidated Sharia Procedure Law, as well as
for matters not covered by Sharia procedural law.
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28. Contempt of Court

1. Any person who obstructs the operation of the Federal Sharia Court, interferes with the
independence of judges, exerts or attempts to exert undue influence on judges shall, unless a
more severe penalty is provided by another law, be punished with a simple imprisonment of
not less than three months or rigorous imprisonment of up to two years, or with a fine not
exceeding ten thousand Birr. The court shall record its decision in the official register.

2. Any person who fails to comply with, or obstructs the execution of, an order or decision of
the court, unless punishable by a more severe penalty under another law, shall be punished
with rigorous imprisonment not exceeding two years.

29. Decisions and Orders of Federal Sharia Courts

1. Federal Sharia Courts at all levels shall have the power to order the executive organs to
execute decisions and orders rendered within their jurisdiction.

2. Any executive organ or individual to whom the orders and decisions of Sharia Courts are
directed shall have the obligation to comply with or ensure the execution of such orders.

3. For the purpose of executing court decisions, Federal Sharia Court judges may take
necessary legal execution measures in accordance with the Civil Procedure Code and other
laws and directives governing the executive organs of regular court judgments.

4. Marital statuses approved or adjudicated by Federal Sharia Courts shall be registered in the
Civil Status Registry without the requirement of re-performing the marriage ceremony.

5. The Courts shall ensure that the specimen signatures of registrars who certify true copies of
court orders and decisions are transmitted to the domestic and international institutions to
which the specimen signatures of regular court registrars are sent.

30. Disciplinary Measures and Review

1. The Federal Sharia Courts Administrative Council shall have the authority and responsibility
to investigate and decide on disciplinary charges brought against the Presidents and Judges
of the Courts and to ensure their enforcement based on its decisions.

2. In relation to this, all relevant regulations regarding the Federal Sharia Courts Administrative
Council, the codes of conduct for judges and court staff issued by the Council, as well as the
applicable Federal Judicial Administration Proclamation and the Code of Conduct for
Federal Judges, shall have binding and enforceable effect with respect to disciplinary matters
concerning judges of the Federal Sharia Courts.
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31. Transitional Provisions

Cases pending before the Sharia Courts of Addis Ababa and Dire Dawa prior to the effective
date of this Proclamation shall continue to be heard in accordance with the previous
Proclamation.

32. Budget of the Federal Sharia Courts

The Federal Sharia Courts shall be financed from the following sources:
a) Allocations from the Federal Government budget;

b) Additional support from other sources subject to the abroval of the council.

33. Court Fees

The court fees for cases brought before Federal Sharia Courts shall be implemented in
accordance with the provisions of the Federal Courts Court Fees Regulations.

33. Repealed Laws

1. Proclamation No. 188/1992, which was issued to strengthen the structure of the Federal
Sharia Courts, is hereby repealed.

2. Any law that contradicts or governs matters covered under this Proclamation shall have no
legal force or effect

Effective Date

This Proclamation shall come into force on the date of its publication in the Federal Negarit
Gazette.

Mr. Taye Atskesilassei

President of The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
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